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"When America ceases to be good, it will cease to be great," said Alexis de Tocqueville. In this statement we are 
reminded that the greatness of a nation does not rest in its military power, social advancements, political 
acumen or its national wealth. A nation's greatness is found in the quotient of its righteousness. Righteousness 
is the determining factor in a country's future. Solomon, the wisest of men, said "Righteousness exalteth a 
nation; but sin is a reproach to any people" (Proverbs 14:34).   
 
Theodore Roosevelt warned, "The things that will destroy America are prosperity-at-any-price, safety-first 
instead of duty-first, the love of soft living and the get-rich-quick theory of life." Is it possible that this day is 
drawing near? To a great extent our objectives have become: success, status, and security. These are followed 
closely by self-indulgence, pleasure, and comfort. Our permissive society turns freedom into license, rights into 
riots, and pornography into profit.  
 
Concerned about a higher standard of living, we often fail to live by a standard. Riches are elevated above 
righteousness; power over piety; and science above the Savior. We abandon the moral law then shake our heads 
in disbelief as crime increases. Look out, America! Remember the words of Will Durant: "No great nation has 
ever been overcome until it has destroyed itself."  
 
If you really desire to be a patriot; if you are truly concerned about America; if you earnestly want God to bless 
her – Then live a life in harmony with the will of God.  
 


